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Artists  of 


Abraham  Lincoln 
portraits 


T.  Fleming 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

State  of  Indiana  through  the  Indiana  State  Library 


http://archive.org/details/artistsflinc 


PROVIDENT 
MUTUAL 


LIFE   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

OF   PHILADELPHIA,   4601    MARKET   STREET,   PHILADELPHIA,   PENNSYLVANIA   19101,   215   GRANITE  4-7000 

ROBERT   FLEMING 

ASSISTAMT  DIRECTOR  OF  ADVERTISING 

AND   PUULIC   RELATIONS  October     0,      19/0 


Mr.  Val  Chmel,  Vice  President 

Director  of  Advertising  and 

Sales  Promotion 

Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co. 

1301  S.  Harrison  Street 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46801 

Dear  Val: 


As  promised,  here  is  a  print  of  the  Lincoln  portrait  done  by  my  grand- 
father in  a  single  continuous  line. 

He  conceived  the  idea  while  traveling  in  Paris  where  he  saw  an  engraved 
single-line  profile  of  Christ  that  had  been  done  with  a  stylus. 

My  grandfather  decided  to  attempt  a  free-hand  profile  of  McKinley  with  a 
pen,  and  the  result  received  such  widespread  and  enthusiastic  notice  that 
he  set  out  to  do  a  full-face  portrait  of  Lincoln,  based  on  the  Brady 
photograph. 

This  portrait  is  still  considered  to  be  a  unique  and  masterful  achievement. 
I  think  I  told  you  he  was  a  political  cartoonist,  whose  work  was  greatly 
influenced  by  Thomas  Nast.   Even  now,  it  still  keeps  appearing  in 
periodicals  and  books.   The  current  Time-Life  History  of  the  United  States 
features  six  or  seven  of  his  cartoons,  together  with  credit  lines.   And  a 
recent  biography  of  James  Gibbons  Huneker,  by  Arnold  Schwab,  a  professor 
at  Stanford  University,  mentions  my  grandfather  a  couple  of  times  and, 
by  the  way,  also  mentions  his  association  with  Tom  Powers,  one  of  the 
cartoonists  whose  work  appears  in  your  own  wonderful  book. 

I  know  your  company  has  an  impressive  collection  of  Lincolniana,  and  I 
thought  that  perhaps  you  would  like  to  add  this  portrait  to  that 
collection. 

If  you  do,  and  you  would  care  to  have  additional  information  about  either 
the  portrait  or  my  grandfather  or  both,  you  need  only  drop  me  a  line  and 
I'll  send  you  additional  material. 

Again,  it  was  good  to  see  you  in  Toronto,  and  I  want  to  tell  you  that  I've 
been  enjoying  the  book  immensely. 

Sincerely, 
RF:JC 
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October  12,  1976 

■  | 

Mr,  Robert  Fleming 

Assistant  Director  of  Advertising 

§  Public  Relations 
Provident  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
4601  Market  Street 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  19101 

Dear  Mr.    Fleming: 

■  - 

As  Director  of  the  Lincoln  Library  and  Museum,    I'd  like 
to  thank  you  for  the  Lincoln  portrait  done  by  your  grandfather. 
We  have  a  collection  of  some   1,500   lithographed,   engraved, 
and  printed  portraits   of  Lincoln,   and  we're  always  happy  to 
add  to  our  files.      This   clever  print  will   join  a  tradition  of 
portrait-making  which  began  while   Lincoln  was   alive:     we  have 
several  "calligraphic"  portraits,   that   is,   portraits  of  Lincoln 
formed  out  of  words. 

Wo  find  information  on  artists  extremely  hard  to  come  by 
and  would  certainly  appreciate  any  information  on  your  grand- 
father which  you  can  give.  We  keep  a  permanent  file  on  artists 
who  have  used  Lincoln  as  a  subject,  but  in  many  cases  the 
folders  are  very  thin. 

Thank  you  very  much   for  considering  our  interest   in   Lincolniana, 
I   am  enclosing,  a  pamphlet  which  describes  our  collections--so 
you'll  know  what  kind  of  company  your  grandfather's  print  is 

keeping. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr. 


Eric';  yt*  /oot/S' 
cc:     Val  Chme: 
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